
UWC - PEARSON EXPEDITION 
CRUISE TO THE GALAPAGOS 

ISLANDS 

Thursday 22 February to  

Monday, 4 March 2024 

A 12 day / 11 night trip, including a full day 
visiting Quito (a World Heritage city) and a 

free day in Galapagos, after the cruise. 

mpatry@cnhtours.com 
www.cnhtours.com  

This non-profit trip will raise funds for Pearson College and nurture old and new friendships while 
exposing you to the wonders of the first ever place on Earth to be recognized as a UNESCO World 
Heritage site.   

ITINERARY: 

DAY  DATE AGENDA MEALS 
1 Thu 22 Feb Arrive Quito.  Independent transfer to 

hotel 
- 

2  Fri 23 Feb Quito City Day Tour  B/L 
3  Sat 24 Feb Flight to Galapagos / Embark and sail to 

first visitor site 
B/D (lunch on 
plane) 

4 – 9  Sun 25 Feb – Fri 1 Mar Cruising the Galapagos Islands (see 
itinerary map below) 

B/L/D 

10  Sat 2 Mar Final visitor site / Disembarkation / 
transfer to hotel  

B/L 

11  Sun 3 Mar Free day in Galapagos / a guide will be 
available.  Evening meal / fiesta / live 
music 

B/D 

12  Mon 4 Mar Transfer to airport / flight to Quito (for 
those heading home, most international flights 
leave late at night and a connection can typically 
be made after your return from Galapagos) 

B (lunch on 
plane) 

Ship:  The 32 passenger Evolution.  For full details, see:  https://www.evolutiongalapagos.com/ For a 
short professional video on the ship, see:  https://vimeo.com/250683198  

Cruise itinerary:  In the Steps of Pirates & Darwin (see map below).  

Quito Hotel:  Mama Cuchara Arts Hotel https://hotelmamacuchara.com/  

Galapagos Hotel: Ikala hotel.   https://www.ikalagalapagoshotel.com/ 



WHAT’S INCLUDED: 

 2 nights at a comfortable hotel in Quito (2 breakfasts) 
 Quito World Heritage City Day Tour (lunch) with guide:  9AM – 4PM 
 Transfer to airport for domestic flight to Galapagos 
 Domestic flight to Galapagos (return) / Park entrance fee / Transit Control Card 
 7 nights aboard the 32 passenger Evolution (all meals; coffee / tea / soft drinks / water; 

snorkeling gear / wetsuits / kayaks; naturalist guides; daily excursions; medical doctor on board) 
 Bonus naturalist guide on board for more intimate excursions (instead of two, we’ll have three) 
 Transfer to hotel in Galapagos (2 breakfasts at hotel) 
 Meal and live music (last evening in Galapagos) 
 Transfer to Galapagos airport for flight back to Quito 
 All tips and gratuities  
 A US$6,000 donation to Pearson College (pro-rata / based on 32 participants) 
 Carbon offsets  
 Emergency medical evacuation insurance 
 Two tour leaders – ensuring all aspects of the trip run as smoothly as possible (my wife and I) 

WHAT’S NOT INCLUDED 

 International flights 
 Any transfer not indicated above 
 Any meals not indicated above 
 Private expenses / alcoholic beverages 
 Emergency medical Insurance / travel insurance (recommended)  
 Any other unforeseen expenses / price increases imposed by local suppliers 

PRICE FOR THE 11 NIGHT / 12 DAY TRIP AS DESCRIBED ABOVE: 

Prices vary according to cabin class.  If you are impartial to your cabin class, I recommend you select a 
higher end one, ensuring that choice remains for those that may be partial.    Prices are per/person, 
double occupancy.   If you are travelling solo, please let me know and we’ll see what we can do to match 
you up.   

CABIN CLASS (# of cabins) Pearson Price 
(USD) 

Indicative “Cruise 
only” Retail Price* 

(USD) 
Master Suite (1)  berth A1 $10,746 $9,850 
Suites (2) berths A2-3 $10,242 $9,350 
Premium Staterooms (9)  $9,033 $8,250 
Deluxe Staterooms (3) $8,528 $7,650 

*These are the 2024 rates advertised by the ship owner to the public, for the “cruise 
only” and do NOT include an additional $150 fuel surcharge, which is included in the 
Pearson Price.  I add this price here only to illustrate to you the very good deal we are 
able to arrange.   

 
 



ADDITIONAL SERVICES / BENEFITS FROM ON THE PEARSON CRUISE 
 
Here is a detailed list of the extras you get on the Pearson Cruise, for an incremental cost of less than 
$900.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PAYMENT SCHEDULE 

 To reserve your space, a deposit of $2,300 / person is required on booking  
 A 2nd deposit of $2,300 / person is due by 31 Aug 2023.   
 The final balance is due by 22 December 2023.    

 
TRIP GO-AHEAD DATE:  31 March 2023 

The ship will be chartered for the exclusive use of Pearson graduates and their families / 
partners and for other United World College graduates, and their families.   If by 15 March 2023 
we are not confident on the numbers, we will open it up to Pearson and UWC friends / families.   
If, by 31 March, we remain uncertain about the enthusiasm for this trip, we may decided to 
cancel the trip.  Should this happen, you will receive a full reimbursement of payments made 
(less any bank fees).    
 
If you are certain that you wish to join us, please book now and help make this trip happen.   

 
 

BENEFIT PEARSON 
CRUISE 

REGULAR 
CRUISE 

2 nights higher end hotel in Quito with breakfasts  X 
Quito World Heritage city day tour with lunch  X 
Transfers to airport for domestic flights  X 
Domestic flight / Quito – Galapagos – Quito ($530 
value) 

 X 

Park entrance fee / transit control card ($120 value)  X 
7 night / 8 day cruise on board the Evolution   
Services of a third naturalist guide on the ship  X 
Fuel surcharge imposed by the ship ($150 value)  X 
2 nights higher end hotel in Galapagos post cruise  X 
Private presentation by the Charles Darwin Research 
Station 

 X 

Highlands tour / Giant tortoise reserve (lunch)  X 
Private farewell dinner with live music  X 
All tips and gratuities  X 
US$6,000 donation to Pearson College  X 
Carbon offsets  X 
Emergency medical evacuation insurance  X 
Two tour leaders   X 



CANCELLATION / REFUNDS 
All payments are non-refundable after the dates on which they are due.   
 
TRANFERABILITY 
Should you need to cancel after having made some payments, the trip is entirely transferable to another 
person.  Some minor costs might be applicable.   
 
INSURANCE 
While we provide complimentary emergency medical evacuation coverage, we recommend you obtain 
additional travel insurance that suits your level of risk aversion, both in regard to emergency medical 
and cancellation concerns.  
 
ITINERARY MAP 
We start at Baltra island (World War II American military base) and head off to the remote western 
reaches of the archipelago.  Waters here are nutrient rich, attracting bountiful marine life (higher 
incidence of whales, dolphins, marine iguanas, penguins, home of the flightless cormorant…).  Unique 
snorkeling opportunities here, and hikes on fresh lava fields.  We continue on to Bartolome, one of the 
most iconic visitor sites in the islands.  We’ll explore some central islands before stopping at Puerto 
Ayora for a visit to the Charles Darwin Research Station and its giant tortoise breeding centre.  Our final 
stop will be Española Island – sea lions, sea birds, cliffs and possibly one of the nicest beaches on the 
planet.  We’ll disembark back in Puerto Ayora (contrary to indications on the map).   

 

EXTENSIONS: 
Should you wish to take advantage of your time in Ecuador / South America, we can help you organize 
extensions (before or after your trip).  If you are keen on considering extensions, we’ll put you in touch 



with our Quito-based extension specialist and together, you can work out your plans.  Some highlights 
you may want to consider: 
 

 Cloud forest birding 
 Amazon basin – rivers, forests, wildlife 
 Cuenca – another World Heritage City 
 Otavalo / craft market 
 Andean trekking / condor spotting 
 Biking / climbing 
 Peru / Machu Picchu / Cuzco 
 Community cultural visits  

 
 
MORE BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

 See our FAQs here:   www.cnhtours.com/faq.aspx  
 See our diverse news section here:  https://www.cnhtours.com/news/ 
 See our FaceBook page here: https://www.facebook.com/cnhtours/  

 
 
HOW TO BOOK 
If you’re ready to book, go to: https://www.cnhtours.com/bookings/other-bookings/ and fill out our 
booking form.  You’ll be asked to provide the ship name (EVOLUTION) and the cruise departure date (24 
Feb 2024).  Please send me a separate email indicating your preferred cabin class – see deck plan below. 
These will be assigned on a first-come-first-served basis.   
 

 
 
Once received, we will invoice you and once your payment is received, your space will be secured.    



A NOTE ON COVID 
There are no mandatory protocols for COVID in Ecuador at the time of writing, though our ship requires 
that you be fully vaccinated.  Such conditions may change at any time.  By booking this trip, you agree to 
meet all COVID requirements vaccination and/or proof of negative test should these be imposed.   
 
MORE INFORMATION? 
Contact me, Marc Patry:  mpatry@cnhtours.com 
 

 
A few alumni on the 2023 trip, between snorkels and outings 

 

 
Our ship, the Evolution, at anchor in James Bay, Santiago Island (Darwin spent most of his time in 

Galapagos in the hills seen in the background) 
 
 



 
Making like a marine iguana 

 
 
 
 

 
Galapagos wildlife photography challenges  



 
Sharks and dolphins – constant companions 



 
Galapagos penguin – voted “best picture” taken by the group in 2022 

 
 

 
Private dinner with live music on the last night of the 2022 trip 

 
 


